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WHEREAS,	the Uniform Emergency Health Practitioner Act (UEVHPA) “establishes legal guidelines for recognizing other states’ licenses for physicians and health care practitioners who volunteer to provide assistance during the time of a declared emergency (American College of Surgeons, 2009); and, 
WHEREAS,	in the 2010 Legislative Session the UEVHPA, after passage by vote by the Georgia Senate, was not read to the constituents of the Georgia House of Representatives for consideration (Georgia General Assembly, 2010); and,
WHEREAS,	thirteen states and the U.S. Virgin Islands have enacted the UEVHPA since 2007 (Uniform Law Commission, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation cites “numerous ongoing surge capacity issues in health care settings beyond just hospitals, including response, crisis care standards, alternative care sites, coordinating volunteers to help, adequate liability protection for volunteers and clinicians, and regional coordination” (Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 2010); and,
WHEREAS,    currently no legislation exists in Georgia to provide an interstate regulation of volunteer health services, the UEVHPA would provide a system that exists to ensure recognition of the licenses held by out-of-state health care volunteers who are not part of appointed state agencies (Uniform Law Commission, 2010); and, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS,	 the UEVHPA provides a “reliable yet flexible system for assuring the state in which the emergency has been declared that the volunteers providing services to its residents in their time of need are well qualified and licensed.” (Uniform Law Commission, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	currently interstate license is limited to “state officers, employees, or other volunteers formally incorporated into official ‘state forces'” however, the UEVHPA allows all licensed practitioners providing health, veterinary, or mortuary services to volunteer their services (Uniform Law Commission, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	the UEVHPA allows for faster response time to the disaster by allowing health practitioners to register before the emergency, providing a readily accessible supply of volunteers (House Committee on Health and Human Services, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	the UEVHPA stipulates that host entities that send out volunteers must coordinate with the state that declares a state of emergency in order that nothing is counterproductive to a state’s efforts (House Committee on Health and Human Services, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	individuals receiving care are protected by regulations requiring that,  “Volunteer health practitioners must conform to scope of practice requirements of both their home state and the state within which they provide services” (Uniform Law Commission, 2010); and, 
WHEREAS,	the UEVHPA makes workers’ compensation benefits available to volunteer health practitioners giving them the same benefits as if they were employees of the host state (House Committee on Health and Human Services, 2010); therefore be it
RESOLVED, 	that the Georgia Association of Nursing Students (GANS) support the adoption of the UEVHPA by the state of Georgia General Assembly; and be it further
RESOLVED, 	that GANS encourage its constituents to contact their legislators to express support for the UEVHPA during future legislative sessions; and be it further
RESOLVED,	that GANS send a copy of this legislation to the Georgia Nurses’ Association, the American Nurses’ Association, the National League for Nursing, the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, the Georgia General Assembly, and any others GANS may deem appropriate.
