RESOLUTION # 2


TOPIC:
IN SUPPORT OF DEVELOPMENT OF CONSISTENT STATE SAFETY REGULATIONS FOR INFLATABLE BOUNCE HOUSES AND SLIDES

SUBMITTED BY:
EMORY STUDENT NURSES ASSOCIATION
AUTHOR:
JENIFER PEKALA

WHEREAS,    
the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) estimated that from 2003 through 2007 there were 31,069 injuries related to inflatable amusements treated in hospital emergency rooms (O'Brien, 2009); and

WHEREAS,   
“the state of Georgia does not regulate the inflatable industry” (Moonwalk Forum: Moving The Industry Forward, Members section, then State Regulation section); and

WHEREAS,
only 29 states in the nation regulate inflatables (Moonwalk Forum: Moving The Industry Forward, Members section, then State Regulation section); and

WHEREAS,
“Amusement rides in the United States are regulated through a confusing patchwork of federal, state, and local laws that are riddled with holes and special exemptions” (Loder & Feinberg, 2008, p. 423); and

WHEREAS,
according to the Georgia Department of Labor Safety Engineering air supported structures are exempt from the Standards and Regulations approved by the Department (Georgia Department of Labor: Safety Engineering: Amusement Ride Safety Rules, Special Situations section); and

WHEREAS, 
“Inflatable bouncers are not subject to safety regulations, and therefore related failures and accidents are not mandatorily reportable in most states” (Avoian, Choi, Manjra, & Weiss, 2008, p. 656); and 
WHEREAS,    
inflatable amusements (such as slides or moon bounces) account for 20% of injuries in children seen in the emergency department (Loder & Feinberg, 2008); and 

WHEREAS,    
according to the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS) database, of injuries reported over a five year period, 46% were musculoskeletal injuries, 33% were contusions or lacerations, and 21% concerned the head, internal organs, dental injury, burns or electric shock (Loder & Feinberg, 2008); and
WHEREAS,    
at one European amusement park over a 7-month period, 78 of 112 children experienced injury associated with a moon walk-type inflatable amusement (Loder & Feinberg, 2008); and

WHEREAS,    
within a two month period at least 10 inflatables in this country have fallen due to winds or collapsed because of too much weight and caused injury to more than 40 people (Eltman & Seewer, 2011); and

WHEREAS,
an accident in Oceanside, New York sent three-large inflatable bounce houses aloft on a windy afternoon injuring 12 people and leaving one woman in serious condition with head and spinal injuries.  Another accident killed a 5-year-old boy in March 2010 when he fell off an inflatable and landed on a concrete floor in Wichita, Kansas.  (Eltman & Seewer, 2011); therefore be it
RESOLVED,
that the Georgia Association of Nursing Students (GANS) encourages its constituents to increase awareness for the need for the development of safety regulations for inflatable bounce houses and slides, and be it further 

RESOLVED,
that the GANS publish an article on this topic in EKG, if feasible; and be it further

RESOLVED,
that the GANS board submit a copy of this resolution to the Georgia Nurses Association, American Nurses Association, the National Student Nurses Association, the Georgia Department of Community Health, the American Medical Association, the Institute for Healthcare Improvement, the International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions, the Georgia Department of Labor Safety Engineering, and any other institutions the GANS deems appropriate.

