March Executive Board Meeting

Georgia Association of Nursing Students

Newnan Hospital
Newnan, Georgia
March 4, 2006

I. Call to Order 11:17pm,  Recessed at 11:30pm, Reconvened at 12:36pm
II. Roll Call

Amy Armstrong – President (D)
Echo Fredrickson – 1st Vice President (D)

Nancy Williams – Secretary (D)

Michelle Thomason – EKG Editor

Dawn Martin – North District Director

Katie Tarbush – East District Director (D)

Sarah Chamberlain – South District Director (D)

Staci Stoller – West District Director (D)

Jessica Gross – Community Service Director (D)

Alissa Nelson – BTN Director (D)

Linda Baxter – NEC Chair (D)

Not Present:  Nicole Madalon – 2nd Vice-President (1), Sandra Stamps – Legislative Director (2), Wes Strickland – PR Director (1), Amelia Bozeman – Alternate Board Member (1)

III. Quorum

President Amy Armstrong declared a quorum present. 
IV. Report of Officers:
a. President

So far, I have made contact with either a student and/or an advisor from the vast majority of the nursing schools in Georgia, and I am still pursuing contact with the remaining few.  I have made up detailed contact list with advisor and student contact information for each of the district directors, along with information about each of the schools-e.g. their academic calendar, usual meeting times, activity level, projects, question, etc.  I am working on setting up both paper files with this information for each school as well as an electronic file so that it will be easier for future boards to stay in touch with all the schools, know when they are in session, when they typically hold meetings, elections, etc.  All of the students and/or faculty I have talked to have been very enthusiastic about COSL, and I think it is very realistic for us to get 2 students from each school in our state, if we can keep up our efforts at staying in touch with them.  I’d also like for the district directors to email copies of the board meeting minutes to the advisors and school presidents in their districts, and to encourage school to send copies of their chapter meeting minutes to Nancy Williams, gans_secretary@yahoo.com.  On February 27, I visited a meeting at West Central Technical College.  These students are very excited and enthusiastic about being part of GANS, but they have a lot of questions, so I want us to really keep in touch with them and help them in any way we can.  I photocopied a chapter resource booklet for them and gave them some NSNA materials.  They are currently writing their bylaws, trying to figure out how to go about fundraising, and are interested in holding a career fair, so I am getting them some of this information, but if anyone has information about these things, please get in touch with them.  
I really want to make getting our website up and running a big priority for the month of April and am seeking members for a website committee.  

I have contacted other state presidents regarding how scheduling/arranging convention 2 years in advance is working for them, but have not heard back yet. GANS convention: Echo and I spoke with all of the exhibitors at our career fair at Emory about coming to GANS and several of them who have not come to a GANS convention recently expressed interest.  I have compiled their contact information for Wes.  I have also emailed Rosie Schultz, a nurse from the Complementary & Alternative Medicine Association (CAMA & the CAMA President with the updated convention dates.  They expressed interest in coming to convention & doing a “wellness” reception with massage, etc. when I met with them in January.  The exhibitor from the Shepherd Center in Atlanta also expressed interest in sponsoring a focus session/providing a speaker on spinal cord injury care.  

NSNA Convention:  I really want to make sure that we have everything we need for convention-pins, pro-packs, penny wars supplies, convention & COSL flyers, etc.-ready before we go, so we will not have to worry about coming up with these while we are there.  I have emailed NSNA asking for updated membership lists as of February 8th and am contacting school presidents and advisors about how many delegates they will have.  It looks like several schools will be sending a large number of students to convention.
b. 1st VP

So far not much is going on.   I am patiently waiting to get my stuff from Kim Hardy.  However, I have scheduled our meeting with the convention center and hotel on the 9th of March.  I have contacted Gwinnett County, Memorial Health, and Athens to set up dates for site visits.  Additionally, I have researched speakers, cost of convention space, and am working on a schedule.

c. 2nd VP

Report pending
d. Secretary

I have been working on getting updated contact information for all of the schools, and I will be asking the school secretaries to send me minutes from their meetings.  I have emailed minutes to NSNA and Marc Dee at Aftercollege.  I am waiting for the flyer on COSL to write up invitations and mail them out to the school advisors.

e. Treasurer

Opening Balance:  $23090.87+

Flights for Convention:  $2989.08 -

Convention Registration:  $1225.00 –

Reimbursements:  $722.36 -

Convention Site (Banning Mills):  $1793.55 -

U-Haul (Storage):  $60.95 -

GNA Legislative Day:  $380.00 -

NIWI Registration-Legislative Director:  $450.00 -

Closing Balance:  $15,479.93+

***There is approximately $8000.00 pending for deposit.  As soon as I receive the check from NSNA (Romana), I will deposit it into the account***

f. East District Director

There is nothing new from me.  I did write my goals and will be working on them.  I plan to email introductions of COSL to all of the the schools in the east district.  (Just an email intro and reminder).  I will continue trying to contact schools that are unresponsive, maybe by telephone if possible.  I plan on making two visits in the next month.  I'm also working on ideas for the COSL break-out sessions.
g. North District Director

report pending

h. South District Director

       report pending  

i. NEC Chair


           West District vacancy- Staci Stoller is coming from Georgia Baptist to the March meeting and

   
           from talking to her she is excited and very interested in becoming a new board member. I did

               receive an email for Prof. Bliar at LaGrange College regarding to position. I told her if she had   

               someone in mind have them come to the meeting with an application and we would allow them to 
               speak and we would vote. I also told her that any student was welcome to the meeting. 


           The red book is almost finished. I have been working on that but these two weeks has gone by so  


            fast. I will have it completed by the 4th with all updated dates, and include campaign violations. 


            Application is in progress as well and will be done by the meeting. Goals are to keep the other
                               NEC members up to date with what is going on with the NEC and to contact them more often
j. Legislative Director


           The only matters to report are the submission of our resolution and I have contacted Anjli for info 
                              on the community service project.  She referred me back to you, but is sending me some 
                              particulars.  I told her that if completion of the award app, presented any further questions, I'd get

                              back with her.  I still intend to sponsor a contest to increase super users on the ANA website, but I           

                              want to present it at COSL.  I am attending NIWI 3/12-3/15 and I have senate appointments 

                              set for 3/14.  Not much to report.  

k. Community Service Director

   I submitted materials to Michelle for the website, I am contacting Arun Mohan at HSTAT to find
         out how GANS can be involved in their week focusing on the uninsured in GA, which was going
         to be held in March.I will be getting in touch with Georgia Perimeter College and try to make one 
         of their meetings, and I am working on focusing on a community service theme/initiative to go 
         with the Mentor-to-Mentor BTN focus for the year-e.g. tutoring, other mentoring activities for 
         nursing student.
l. BTN Director


           1.) When the lady from 100 Black Men of Atlant contacted me she did not have a good date 
                                   available for February. We are in the process of setting up something for another date, but she
                                   is very excited to be working with us.


          2.)The PR director from Lifelink(organ donation) contacted me today, she was just touching bases
                                 with me to let me know she was waiting to hear from the gentlemen in charge of the minority


               projects to see if their was a specific area he wanted to utilize us in and she would give me a 

               call later in the week. Their is a National  Organ Donation awareness week in the month of 

               April so I was thinking about doing an event that month.

3.)I spoke with a lady by the name of Judy Raines who works with the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
I told her we were interested in participating in the Girl Power Summit, which allow the girls to develop healthy lifestyles and attitudes by addressing health and social issues. The dates are March 25,26 you can       volunteer for either date. She is looking for volunteers to assist with various things and I feel this would be a great opportunity for us to become mentors to these girls as well as possitive role models within the healthcare profession. She is suppose to email me the volunteer application and I will forward that to anyone else who would like to participate.

              4.)Some other Questions I GA.  had? Do I need to contact the District directors to get the information to


contact school chapters to find out if they have a BTN director and get information on what they are 

doing and if they need any assistance. Also since March is when I will work with the Boys & Girls club I 

thought that would be a great kick off for the Mentor-to-Mentor theme.

m. PR Director
Chamber Commerce Meeting March 9, seeking sponsorship for state convention from hospitals

n. EKG Editor

-Waiting for web content to send to Marc

-Developed Hardship Fund to take to the Board for a vote

-Sent out Feb e-newsletter

V. Committee Reports
a. Convention Committee

Echo Fredrickson has a March 13, 2006 meeting at the Columbus Convention Center at 9:00am.  Amy and Echo will attend meeting.  Wes is to work on a meeting with the Chamber of Commerce.  The plated dinner  will be on Friday at convention.  Possible focus sessions:  Military nursing, health services committee, blood drive, boys and girls club or big brother big sister possible town clean-up, exhibit hall increased by 2 hours, house of delegates shortened slightly, Nancy will talk with Emory flight about speaking at convention, Pharmacology made insanely easy will be an session, alternative health care session. Tanner Hospital will be sponsor of the dessert reception. Memorial Hospital and Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta will be sponsoring at higher levels.  
Everyone is asked to start recruiting items for silent auction at least by May.
b. COSL

Katie will design a poster about COSL and send to Nancy in the next week. Dawn is working on a flyer.  Jessica Gross will find a need in Newnan for a community service project. District directors are to talk to schools via phone call or email.  Nancy will send out invitations by the end of week.  April 20 registration deadline will be added to website.  Amy will email advisor information to Nancy.  If anyone has any team building ideas email to the district directors.  Jessica Gross will contact Newnan Hospital and Tanner Hospital about sponsoring COSL.  
c. NEC

Linda Baxter is working on updating candidate application, and NEC section of the Chapter Resource Booklet
d. Events

BTN:  The steps to set-up a Boys and Girls Club mentoring program will be put on the website for chapters to use as a guide for a BTN project. 
March 24-25 Boys and Girls club annual girl power summit.  GANS has been asked to volunteer as group leaders.  Please let Alissa  Nelson know if you can attend.
April- National Organ Donation Month, Lifelink is going to be in touch with Alissa Nelson about what GANS can do to help, possibly have a drive at schools to sign up to be organ donor.  Alissa will get info to district directors.
Health Stat week:  Mental health in uninsured as case study workshop on April 12 before the vigil
VI. Old Business

a. Vacancies:  
Staci Stoller from Georgia Baptist School of Nursing presented herself to board as a candidate for West District Director.  Excited about GANS and wants to be more involved.  Linda Baxter NEC Chair has credentialed her and her application is complete.   
b. COSL:  see COSL committee report
c. 2007 Convention Planning:  Possible 2007 Convention Sites
1. Gwinnett – 300 exhibitors plus
2. Athens
3. Savannah- Memorial Hospital will   be a major sponsor

4. Valdosta 

Echo Fredrickson will have some basic information on each site by May.  The board will vote at the June meeting.
d. Website:  Goals for website is to get information decided on at last board meeting up on website. Claudia Whitmore from Georgia Perimeter College will begin assisting Michelle Thomason with website.
e. GANS Video
Emory University has facilities to make videos. Echo Fredrickson  will check with Steve at Emory on the cost of making a GANS video for chapters to use at orientation
Chapter Resource Booklets 
f. Fundraising:  Pins & Nurse Pro-packs  Still trying to get Nurse Pro-packs and GANS pins from Kim Hardy
g. Image of Nursing Project Brainstorming:  Tabled
h. Chapter Resource Booklet (Red Book)
Revisions are to Nancy Williams by March 31.
VII. New Business

a. Hardship Fund:  Katherine Amanda Gooden Fund,  niece of a GANS member, she is from Jamaica and can’t afford treatment for leukemia at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. She is international patient therefore there is very little aid available to her.  If established, this fund would help GANS members and their families when a healthcare need arises and approved by the board.  
VIII. Motions

a. It was moved and carried that the GANS board approve Staci Stoller to fill the vacancy of West District Director.  Author:  Linda Baxter.  Seconded:  Alissa Nelson.  Action:  Carried.
b. It was moved and carried that the GANS board purchase 50 business cared for Staci Stoller.  Author:  Michelle Thomason.  Seconded:  Katie Tarbush.

c. It was moved and carried that the GANS board establish a hardship fund to assist our members with unexpected healthcare costs and we launch this project with a donation of $300 to the Kathryn Amanda Gooden Fund.  Author:  Michelle Thomason.  Seconded:  Echo Fredrickson.  Action:  Carried.
IX. Announcements

a. Upcoming school chapter meetings
b. Our next board meeting will be at 8pm, April 5, 2006, tentatively to be held in my hotel room at the Wyndham Hotel in Baltimore
c. HB 935 advanced practice prescriptive authority has passed in the Georgia House of Representatives.  Contact your state senators to express your views on this issue.
X. Adjournment 1:59pm
Nancy Williams, 2005-2006 GANS Secretary
